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perience in Edinburgh University, where there
was put before him "such philosophy as was
then and there dispensed, not much to profit
withal." Some of it was served up by "a
dainty gentleman, we called him Missey Brown,
who spoke about cause and effect, and neatly
divided the spiritual life of man into faculties
and states, and who was said to be an imposing
figure at tea-parties." There was more true
manhood, as it seemed, in " stalwart Ritchie,
who then professed logic, was great at curling,
no ingenious contriver of neat little partitions
of the divine spirit in man." " But a truer
thinking man than either, you have got now,"
he said, "in David Masson, sincere and sure of
purpose; very brave, for he has undertaken to
write a history of the universe from 1608 to
1674, calling it a ' Life of John Milton.' " Masson
somehow led to Mill. He had known John Mill
well, he said, when they were together in London
in the 'Thirties, but now he seldom saw him.
Mill was "weak in body and thin in thought,
satisfied with a sort of phantasmagoria universe,
without going to the heart of things." There
was too much of this nowadays. Some people
called " scientific" had made a great discovery,ures.
